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Lawyer 

for Trump 
posits legal 
immunity 


Other experts scoff at 
theory that ‘president 
cannot obstruct justice’ 


BY SARI HORWITZ 
AND PHILIP RUCKER 


The brazen assertion Monday 
by one of President Trump’s law- 
yers that a president cannot be 
found guilty of obstruction of jus- 
tice signaled a controversial de- 
fense strategy in the wide-ranging 
Russia probe, as Trump’s political 
advisers are increasingly con- 
cerned about the legal advice he is 
receiving. 

Trump tweeted over the week- 
end that he knew then-national 
security adviser Michael Flynn 
lied to the FBI about his contacts 
with the Russian ambassador be- 
fore firing him in February — and 
before FBI Director James B. 
Comey said Trump asked him to 
be lenient while investigating 
Flynn. Experts said the presi- 
dent’s admission increased his le- 
gal exposure to obstruction-of- 
justice charges, one of the core 
crimes under investigation by 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III. 

But Trump’s personal lawyer 
John Dowd sought to excuse the 
president’s tweet in part by telling 
Axios and NBC News on Monday 
that the “president cannot ob- 
struct justice because he is the 
chief law enforcement officer un- 
der [the Constitution’s Article IT] 
and has every right to express his 
view of any case.” 

Dowd declined to elaborate on 
his theory or explain the emerg- 
ing legal strategy to The Washing- 
ton Post. 

Inside the White House, some 
senior officials were baffled that 
Dowd publicly offered this inter- 
pretation of the law, which has 
been advanced since the summer 
by constitutional scholar Alan 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A4 


Denials from the Kremlin 
Flynn didn’t sway Putin’s reaction 
to expulsions, Russia says. A4 


FBI watches White House warily 
Officials worry about the fallout 
from revelations over an agent. A4 


KATHERINE FREY/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Valley of the Gods, which had been part of Bears Ears National Monument, has been removed from the federally protected area. 
@ To see photos of some of the national monuments under review by the Trump administration, visit washingtonpost.com. 


Trump shrinks national monuments 


Move in Utah, the largest cut in public-lands 
protection in history, prompts praise and outcry 


BY JOSH DAWSEY 
AND JULIET EILPERIN 


SALT LAKE CITY — President 
Trump on Monday drastically 
scaled back two national monu- 
ments established in Utah by 
his Democratic predecessors, 
the largest reduction of public- 
lands protection in U.S. history. 

Trump’s move to shrink the 
Bears Ears and Grand Stair- 
case-Escalante national monu- 
ments by more than 1.1 million 
acres and more than 800,000 
acres, respectively, immedi- 
ately sparked an outpouring of 
praise from conservative law- 
makers as well as protests by 
activists outside the White 
House and in Utah. The chang- 


es plunge the Trump adminis- 
tration into uncharted legal ter- 
ritory, as no president has 
sought to modify monuments 
established under the 1906 An- 
tiquities Act in more than halfa 
century. 

His decision removes about 
85 percent of the designation of 
Bears Ears and nearly 46 per- 
cent of that for Grand Staircase- 
Escalante, land that potentially 
could now be leased for energy 
exploration or opened for spe- 
cific activities such as motor- 
ized vehicle use. 

Trump told a rally in Salt 
Lake City that he came to “re- 
verse federal overreach” and 
took dramatic action “because 

UTAH CONTINUED ON A7 


‘Now: 1 mil 


Changes to declared national monuments in Utah 


© Original boundary @ New delineation 


ARIZONA 


a 
RE 
+ = 


Was: 1 


DA 


Source: Department of Interior 


Nat'l Rec: 
Areal 


2D a AO 
ÅRIZO NA, 


O ae 
30 MILES J 


ws J. 


` 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


Travel ban 
can be fully 
enforced, 
justices say 


TRUMP’S REQUEST 
IS GRANTED 


Supreme Court has yet 
to rule on order’s merits 


BY ROBERT BARNES 


The Supreme Court on Monday 
granted President Trump’s re- 
quest to fully enforce his revised 
order banning travel to the Unit- 
ed States by residents of six most- 
ly Muslim countries while legal 
challenges to it proceed in lower 
courts. 

It was a victory for the White 
House, which has seen the courts 
trim back various iterations of the 
travel ban, and it bodes well for 
the administration if the Su- 
preme Court is called upon to 
finally decide the merits of the 
president’s actions. 

Two lower courts had imposed 
restrictions on Trump’s new or- 
der, exempting travelers from the 
six countries who had “bona fide” 
connections with relatives — 
such as grandparents, aunts or 
uncles — or institutions in the 
United States. Those exemptions 
to the president’s order, issued in 
the fall, were along the lines of 
those imposed by the Supreme 
Court last summer on a previous 
version of the travel ban. 

But in an unsigned opinion 
Monday that did not disclose the 
court’s reasoning, the justices lift- 
ed the injunctions, which had 
been issued by federal judges in 
Hawaii and Maryland. 

Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Sonia Sotomayor noted that 
they would not have lifted the 
restrictions. The new ban also 
bars travelers from North Korea 
and Venezuela, but they were not 
affected by the injunctions. 

The justices said they expected 
the federal judges reviewing chal- 
lenges to the order — based on 
what challengers say are Trump’s 
animus toward Muslims and lack 
of authority under immigration 
laws — to handle the cases with 
“appropriate dispatch.” 

TRAVEL BAN CONTINUED ON A6 


Constitutional challenge 
High court weighs validity of religious 
objections by business owners. A3 


I-66 rush-hour crowd sees 
tolls hit $34.50 on first day 


In Northern Virginia, 
signs point to heavy use 
— and sticker shock 


BY Luz LAZO 


The Interstate 66 toll lanes 
opened Monday in Washington’s 
Northern Virginia suburbs with 
prices so steep they could be 
among the highest drivers have 
paid for the privilege of traveling 
on a state-owned highway in the 
United States. 

Tolls in the high-occupancy 
toll lanes hit $34.50 — or close to 
$3.50 a mile — to drive the 


10-mile stretch from the Beltway 
to Washington during the height 
of the morning commute. 

The lanes, on one of the re- 
gion’s most congested highways, 
were billed as a way to help the 
state better manage traffic, foster 
carpooling and public transit 
use, and give commuters more 
options. 

But whatever excitement driv- 
ers might have initially felt at 
having another choice quickly 
gave way to shock as they 
watched toll prices tick up — 
from $4.50 at 5:36 a.m. to $28.50 
just before 8 o’clock to $34.50 at 
8:36 a.m. 

“T drove onto I-66 around 8:10 
this morning to Washington and 

TOLLS CONTINUED ON A2 


Woman shares new evidence of dating Roy Moore at age 17 


BY STEPHANIE MCCRUMMEN 
IN DELRAY BEACH, FLA. 


Debbie Wesson Gibson was in 
her attic hauling out boxes of 
Christmas decorations last week 
when she noticed a storage bin 
she said she had forgotten about. 
Inside was a scrapbook from her 
senior year of high school, and 
taped to a page titled “Those Who 
Inspire” was a graduation card. 

“Happy graduation Debbie,” it 
read in slanted cursive handwrit- 
ing. “I wanted to give you this 
card myself. I know that you'll be 
a success in anything you do. 
Roy.” 

The inscription, Gibson said, 
was written by Roy Moore, the 
Alabama Republican nominee 
for U.S. Senate who in recent days 
has repeatedly denied the ac- 


Senate candidate has denied knowing her, others 


JON GERBERG/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Debbie Wesson Gibson pages through a high school scrapbook that 
includes a card she says Roy Moore, then 34, gave to her in 1981. 


counts of five women who told 
The Washington Post that he 
pursued them when they were 
teenagers and he was an assistant 
district attorney in his 30s. Since 
those allegations were published 
last month, four more women 
have come forward to allege that 
Moore made unwanted sexual 
advances. The accounts in The 
Post included those of Leigh Corf- 
man, who said she was 14 when 
Moore touched her sexually, and 
Gibson, who said that she public- 
ly dated Moore when she was 17 
and he was 34, a relationship she 
said she “wore like a badge of 
honor” until she began reevaluat- 
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Trump leads the push for Moore 
The RNC returns to the Senate 
candidate’s side. A8 
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Undone by Yemen’s war Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
deposed president of the country, died in an 
attack attributed to rebels. A13. Obituary, B5 


‘All of these liars’ President Trump could face 
a reckoning if a defamation case brought by a 
female accuser is allowed to proceed. A10 


THE NATION peting factions back 
After years of debate, home. A12 
the policy for the geo- Rahul Gandhi, the 
graphic distribution of scion of India’s endur- 
livers for transplanta- ing political dynasty, 
tion is changed. A3 will take the helm of the 
A look at the 10 largest Congress party. But can 
tax cuts of the past 50 he counter Narendra 
years as the GOP aims Modi’s popularity? A11 
to reconcile the House 
and Senate bills. A14-15 THE ECO NOMY 
Officials have called 
THE WORLD for the FCC to delay its 
North Korea decried decision on net neutra- 
an air combat exercise lity, saying millions of 
being conducted by the fake comments corrupt- 
United States and South ed the agency’s policy- 
Korea. All making. A17 
A Brexit deal with the Facebook released a 
E.U. may hinge on the messaging app for chil- 
British prime minister's | dren younger than 13, 
ability to appease com- deepening the debate 


about how and when 
kids should start their 
online lives. A17 

A guide to bitcoin as its 
popularity and trading 
value make gains. A19 


THE REGION 

Metro legislation pro- 
posed by Rep. Barbara 
Comstock (R-Va.) 
would increase federal 
funding for the transit 
agency by 50 percent in 
exchange for some re- 
structuring. B1 

A section of Fairfax 
County near Mount 
Vernon is slated for 
redevelopment that 
aims to improve trans- 
portation and transform 
residential and com- 
mercial property. B1 
Leaders in Montgom- 


ery County prepare to 
draw up a savings plan 
to cover a budget short- 
fall of $120 million. B4 
A medic born in the 
back of an ambulance 
4.2 years ago recently 
delivered a baby girl — 
in the back of an ambu- 
lance. B1 

Area school districts 
are increasingly making 
accommodations for 
Muslim, Jewish and 
other faiths’ holidays. B1 


OBITUARIES 

John Anderson, the 
Illinois Republican who 
cultivated a free-think- 
ing reputation during 
20 years in the House, 
mounted an indepen- 
dent bid for the White 
House in 1980. B6 
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